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GOVERNMENT INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY POLICY 

809. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for State Development: 
I understand that the minister recently launched a policy entitled “Government Intellectual Property Policy and 
Best Practice Guidelines”.  What is the purpose of the policy, and what benefits does the minister believe it will 
provide to the State? 

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 

I thank the member for Cockburn for this question. 

Recently I had the opportunity to release a new government intellectual property policy.  This is not simply a 
rejigging of the existing policy of the Government; it is a policy that is specifically designed to ensure that the 
Government’s intellectual property is utilised in a way that provides opportunities for further development of the 
State.  In other words, when the Government produces intellectual property, it should not seek to become the 
promoter of that property and own it itself; rather, it should enter into arrangements with the private sector to 
enable the private sector to further refine and develop that property in order to create jobs in Western Australia 
by the utilisation of that property, and seek to have that intellectual property utilised elsewhere in the world. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  That’s not a new policy. 

Mr C.M. BROWN:  It is a new policy. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  No, it’s not.  We had that policy when we were in government. 

Mr C.M. BROWN:  No.  I understand it is difficult, but if the member reads the new policy slowly, he will 
comprehend it.  At least a person of average intelligence would understand it.  If the member does not 
understand it, I will organise some pictures for him. 

As a result of the release of the new policy, we received representations from other States of Australia that were 
particularly interested in the policy.  In particular, we received a letter from Hon Paul Lucas, the Queensland 
Minister for Innovation and Information Economy.  He has evinced a desire to use the policy as the basis of the 
Queensland Government’s policy.  Indeed, we have also received representations from a number of 
Governments elsewhere in the world, including Singapore.   

I appreciate that this is a testing issue for the Opposition.  When it was in government, it could not get it right.  I 
appreciate that there is now some envy that this Government has got it right and that we have received accolades 
for doing so.  That is simply good government.  I appreciate that the Opposition does not like to hear that, but 
that is the fact of the matter, and it will continue to hear it.   

I am very pleased with the departmental officers who have worked hard with other departments on this issue.  I 
am more particularly pleased with the favourable reaction this policy has received from the private sector.  
Unlike the private sector, the Opposition would not know a good thing if it saw it. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Hillarys. 
 


